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Robert C Williams : The Historian's Toolbox: A Student's Guide to the Theory and Craft of History  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Historian's Toolbox: A 
Student's Guide to the Theory and Craft of History: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Wish I had it sooner!By CustomerEvery student of history should 
have this book. I wish I was introduced to this my freshman year of college. Williams provides a good foundation for 
practicing history in a manner that is engaging and fun to read. This book has helped improve the strength of my 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00W7BU7LW


arguments and writings for class.4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Great TextBy DanielThis books 
makes history fun and is an easy read for first time historians. I used it for a college class and it helped immensely.2 of 
3 people found the following review helpful. History Lite (review of first edition)By not me"The Historian's Toolbox" 
is a nicely written overview of the theory and practice of history. It'd be a great gift for an undergraduate embarking on 
a history major. However, the discussion of individual issues is too superficial -- WAY too superficial -- to be of use 
to practicing historians.

Written in an engaging and entertaining style, this widely-used how-to guide introduces readers to the theory, craft, 
and methods of history and provides a series of tools to help them research and understand the past. Part I is a 
stimulating, philosophical introduction to the key elements of history--evidence, narrative, and judgment--that 
explores how the study and concepts of history have evolved over the centuries.Part II guides readers through the 
workshop of history. Unlocking the historian's toolbox, the chapters here describe the tricks of the trade, with concrete 
examples of how to do history. The tools include documents, primary and secondary sources, maps, arguments, 
bibliographies, chronologies, and many others. This section also covers professional ethics and controversial issues, 
such as plagiarism, historical hoaxes, and conspiracy theories.Part III addresses the relevance of the study of history in 
today's fast-paced world. The chapters here will resonate with a new generation of readers: on everyday history, oral 
history, material culture, public history, event analysis, and historical research on the Internet. This Part also includes 
two new chapters for this edition. "GIS and CSI" examines the use of geographic information systems and the science 
of forensics in discovering and seeing the patterns of the past. "Too Much Information" treats the issue of information 
overload, glut, fatigue, and anxiety, while giving the reader meaningful signals that can benefit the study and craft of 
history.A new epilogue for this edition argues for the persistence of history as a useful and critically important way to 
understand the world despite the information deluge.
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