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Boye Lafayette De Mente : Korean Mind: Understanding Contemporary Korean Culture  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Korean Mind: Understanding Contemporary 
Korean Culture: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The book appears to be a series of free standing ...By MetalsThe 
book appears to be a series of free standing articles, each based on a Korean word. The word is translated to English, 
the spelled in the Korean alphabet and the phonetic pronunciation is given. There is then a several page discussion of 
why this word is important to the Korean culture or people. There are three problems with the book. First, in the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00AHFJHMK


discussion, most words are related to Korean history or laws base on the teachings of Confucius. This is repetitious 
and changes little from word discussion to word discussion. Second, there are too many words discussed. Half as 
many would be a lot. Third, the author concentrates too much on differences. My experience in Korea lead me to 
believe that Korean people (or any people for that matter) can figure out your intentions and overlook mistakes in 
dealing with their culture. Reading this book would help in not making as many mistakes.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Excellent summation of Korean cultural behaviorBy johnExcellent summation of Korean 
cultural behavior. A very thorough description of Korean cultural behavior organized in alphabetical order. Each 
description puts the topic in historical perspective and develops the concept up to current day use. This book helps 
Westerners understand the Korean culture as it is today and how it arrived at it's current status. Useful background for 
Westerners who deal with Koreans. Recommended reading. Just plan to take your time digesting the topics of this 
large book and you will have a practical understanding of the "Korean Mind".1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. Good Read and Reference BookBy virginia farnsworthI started watching Korean dramas about three years ago 
and I'm hooked. But there is a lot about the Korean culture in these shows so I wanted to learn more about it. I found 
this book very useful. It's quite inclusive with relatively short explanations so I was able to pick it up and read just a bit 
at night. I went through it systematically from beginning to end but it can easily be read randomly or by subject. 
Highly recommend.

The Koreans: understanding a people and their culture through key words and language.Koreans have a unique 
character and personality that sets them apart from all other Asians. And although Korean attitudes and behavior may 
be influenced by the modern world, the Korean mindset is still very much shaped by ancient culture and traditions. As 
is the case with all ancient cultures created within highly refined and meticulously structured social systems over 
thousands of years, one of the keys to understanding traditional Korean attitudes and behavior is the language of the 
peoplemdash;or more precisely, key words in the language. These key words provide access to the Korean 
mindmdash;to core concepts and emotions, the attitudes and feelings that make up the Korean psyche. These key 
terms reveal both the heart and soul of Koreans and provide bridges for communicating and interacting with Koreans 
on the most fundamental level.In The Korean Mind, Boye Lafayette De Mente explores the meanings and cultural 
context of the most important "code words" of the Korean language, terms whose significance goes well beyond their 
literal definitions, providing an insight into Korean culture and the personality of the Korean people.Keywords 
include:Aboji, Ah-boh-jee mdash; The "Father Culture"Anae, Ah-negh mdash; Wives: The Inside PeopleHan Yak, 
Hahn Yahk mdash; The Herbal Way to HealthInnae, Een-nay mdash; A Culture of EnduringKatun Sosuy Pap, Kaht-
unn Soh-suut Pahp mdash; Eating from the Same Rice BowlAnd over 200 morehellip;

About the AuthorBoye Lafayette De Mente first went to Korea in 1949 as a member of a U.S. military intelligence 
agency, and was involved with the country for more than six decades as a student, journalist, editor, lecturer, and 
writer. He is the author of more than thirty books including Survival Korean, The Korean Way in Business, and 
Etiquette Guide to Korea. Laura Kingdon is a graduate of Yonsei University's Korean Language Institute. She has 
designed curricula and taught English as a Second Language to students of all ages, ranging from university students 
in Kazakhstan to elementary school children in Korea. 


