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Boye Lafayette De Mente : Kata: The Key to Understanding Dealing with the Japanese!  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Kata: The Key to Understanding Dealing with 
the Japanese!: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I can't pick it upBy Joe ConsumerBoring. Every time I pick it up I 
fall asleep. It seems like it exaggerates the rigidity of Japanese culture in a very one dimensional way. There are many 
wonderful artists and inventors in Japan who think outside the box. According to this book creativity and innovation 
like that is not possible.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Helpful book.By EUI work for a Japanese 
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company and this book has helped me understand the Japanese culture much better this making my job easier.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. I wished this book was available 40 years ago when ...By Ray D. HughesI 
wished this book was available 40 years ago when I first started working with the Japanese. It would have helped 
illuminate mistakes and lowered expectations.

"A unique look at a unique culture. If you're trying to figure the Japanese out, this book provides another important 
piece of the puzzle."mdash;Terrie Lloyd, CEO, LINC Media, TokyoIn this first book ever to explain why the Japanese 
think and behave the way they do, veteran Japanologist Boye Lafayette De Mente, author of more than 30 books on 
Japan, unlocks the mystery of katamdash;the cultural molds that have traditionally shaped and defined the attitudes, 
behavior, and character of the Japanese and are primarily responsible for the traits and talents that make them different 
from other people.In 70 brief essays, ranging from "The Art of Bowing" and "Importance of the Apology" to "The 
Compulsion for Quality" and "Exchanging Name-Cards," the author looks at the origin, nature, use, and influence of 
kata (literally the form and order of doing things) in Japanese life and how this cultural conditioning causes the 
Japanese to think and react in the way they do. Because all relations with the Japanese are influenced by kata, the key 
to dealing with the Japanese in personal, business or political matters requires knowing how to work within the 
confines of kata and when to induce or compel them to break the kata and behave in a non-Japanese way.

"Even long-time students of Japan will find the book illuminating and though-provoking." mdash;Sam Jameson, 
former Tokyo Bureau Chief of the Chicago Tribune and the Los Angeles TimesAbout the AuthorBoye Lafayette De 
Mente 


