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Barry Golson : Gringos in Paradise: An American Couple Builds Their Retirement Dream House in a Seaside 
Village in Mexico  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Gringos in Paradise: An American Couple Builds Their Retirement Dream House in a Seaside Village in Mexico: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not a book about "Lucky Mexico, we Americans are here!"...but 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B000MGAU0M


rather "How lucky we are, to be living in your Mexico!"By Stavis Bay USAGreat insight into the process, experience 
of moving to Mexico, re-establishing a home base in a foreign land. Very well written, I felt present with them each 
step of the way. The approach of the author was to show honor to the 'true' residents of this small Mexico village by 
the sea, learning to trust those he met, as they began the process of buying land, building their dream home. Lessons 
were learned, friendships established, and a most beautiful house was built by the end of the book. The author doesn't 
portray he and his wife as "lucky Mexico, we are here!", but rather "how lucky we are, to be living in your Mexico" 
The respect for the locals came through loud and clear and that made their journey shared even more inviting for me!1 
of 1 people found the following review helpful. Must read!By wayne chiavacciThe dream of building our home and 
Mexico and the Mexican go-arounds and the obstacles we have have survived are similar. I laughed out loud and it felt 
good!We love our home in San Felipe, Baja Norte, overlooking the beautiful Sea of Cortez! We have been 
blessed!Would I do it all over again? You betcha!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good readBy Just 
LauWell written and captivating. Additionally a cautionary tale. It had me longing for the simple life where folks met 
walking through the plaza and electrical outages were just part of the lifestyle. Then I became saddened when they 
became consumed by the building of a large, perfect, financially draining house. I was hoping for a happily ever after, 
I didn't get that feeling as the story ended.

A Year in Provence meets Mr. Blandings Builds His Dream House in this lively and entertaining account of a couple's 
year building their dream house in Mexico. In 2004, Barry Golson wrote an award-winning article for AARP 
magazine about Mexican hot spots for retirees longing for a lifestyle they couldn't afford in the United States. A year 
later, he and his wife Thia were taking part in the growing trend of retiring abroad. They sold their Manhattan 
apartment, packed up their SUV, and moved to one of those idyllic hot spots, the surfing and fishing village of 
Sayulita on Mexico's Pacific coast. With humor and charm, Golson details the year he and his wife spent settling into 
their new life and planning and building their dream home. Sayulita -- population 1,500, not including stray dogs or 
pelicans -- is a never-dull mixture of traditional Mexican customs and new, gringo-influenced change. Before long, the 
Golsons had been absorbed into the rhythms and routines of village life: they adopted a pair of iguanas named Iggy 
Pop and Iggy Mom, got sick and got cured by a doctor who charged them sixteen dollars a visit, made lasting friends 
with Mexicans and fellow expatriates, and discovered the skill and artistry of local craftsmen. But their daily lives 
were mostly dedicated to the difficult yet satisfying process of building their house. It took them almost six months to 
begin building -- nothing is simple (or speedy) in Mexico -- and incredibly, they completed construction in another six. 
They engaged a Mexican architect, builder, and landscape designer who not only built their home but also changed 
their lives; encountered uproariously odd bureaucracy; and ultimately experienced a lifetime's worth of education 
about the challenges and advantages of living in Mexico. The Golsons lived (and are still living) the dream of many -- 
not only of going off to a tropical paradise but also of building something beautiful, becoming a part of a new world, 
making lasting friends, and transforming their lives. As much about family and friendship as about house-building, 
Gringos in Paradise is an immensely readable and illuminating book about finding a personal paradise and making it a 
home.


