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Snow fell quietly the night before and the morning sun was shining brightly under the blue sky the next day. Looking 
out to the snow-white garden from a large w- dow, Sid Winter, one of the contributors to this book, was beaming with 
smile. It was such a nice and calm morning in the middle of December at a summer resort hotel one hour from Tokyo. 
That morning, he was going to present the last paper to our conference and to everyonersquo;s surprise, in the very 
same morning a praising book review of the Japanese translation of his famous book appeared in the major economic 
journal in Japan. Everyone congratulated him for the coincidence and it was such a happy ending to the three-day 
conference. The atmosphere of the conference, out of which this book grew, was very st- ulating and cordial at the 
same time. Without picking on the minor defects of the presented papers, every participant was trying to contribute by 
probing the issues presented deeper and trying suggestions to make the papers better. Among others, Bruce Kogut was 
responding fondly on Jiro Nonakarsquo;s comment on his paper and Dong-Sung Cho was trying to expand even more 
the already very broad conceptual framework that Hiro Itami presented. For sure, the dynamics of knowledge creation 
was at work in the conference room and the dining hall.


