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Beverly Pasian : Designs, Methods and Practices for Research of Project Management  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Designs, Methods and Practices for Research 
of Project Management: 

Project management as a discipline has experienced near-exponential growth in its application across the business and 
not-for-profit sectors. This original, authoritative guide provides both practitioner and student researchers with a 
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complete guide to research practice on project management.In Designs, Methods and Practices for Research of Project 
Management, Beverly Pasian has brought together original chapters from a veritable who's who of project 
management research including authors such as Harvey Maylor, Christophe Bredillet, Derek Walker, Miles Shepherd, 
Janice Thomas, Naomi Brookes and Darren Dalcher. The collection looks at research strategy, management, 
methodology, techniques as well as emerging topics such as social network analysis. The 38 chapters offer an 
international perspective with examples from a wide range of project management applications; engineering, 
construction, mega-projects, high-risk environments and social transformation.Each chapter includes tips and exercises 
for the research student, as well as a complete set of further references.

'Beverly Pasian's book is extremely important and timely. It is also ambitious, and we should commend her for 
undertaking this mission. The book integrates under one roof a tremendous collection of research lessons and 
experience on how to investigate project management and how to better understand it in the future. The book should 
be highly recommended to different groups of researchers and educators. Nice and very relevant undertaking!' Aaron 
Shenhar, Technological Leadership Institute, SPLWIN, Rutgers and Tel Aviv Universities 'The field of project 
management has come a long way in the last quarter of a century in improving the quality of its research and the rigour 
of the research methodologies on which it is based. However, it stands accused of being very narrow now. Project 
management research is based on rigorous methodologies, but a very narrow range of methodologies are used. Having 
now built a firm base, project management research now needs to move out into new areas to broaden the topics that 
can be investigated and the ways they can be investigated. In that we can find new insights into the field. This book 
will make an extremely valuable contribution into opening up the research horizons of project management. I would 
also like to use chapters as readings on my research management courses.' Rodney Turner, Professor of Project 
Management, Kingston Business School, UK 'This book is a tour de force on research designs, methods and practices. 
It covers a wide range of foundational aspects, general and specific research approaches, mixed methods strategies, 
unique environment settings and state-of-the-art tools, such as social media. All presented by renowned researchers. 
Clearly a must have for every project management researcher.' Reinhard Wagner, IPMA Vice President for Research 
'Project Management is an interdisciplinary discipline that adopts and integrates theories and practices from 
organization management/behavioral science and operations research/management science. A potpourri of different 
research approaches presented by top scholars in our field will help students, academics, and practitioners apply the 
appropriate research questions, designs, and methodologies whether they are working on a research manuscript or 
preparing for a professional report. This book is an excellent encyclopedia dedicated to research designs, methods, and 
practices for project management.' Young Hoon Kwak, George Washington University School of Business, USA 'As 
project management researchers and academics, all of us, to some degree, are prisoners of the research traditions in 
which we were taught and originally practiced. Empiricists are encouraged to remain empirical; math modelers should 
continue to model; and case methodologists should remain firmly embedded in their case methods. But it doesn't have 
to be this way. The project management field is so rich in diversity - of both theory and research practice - that it offers 
virtually innumerable means for academics and practitioners alike to learn more about the discipline, to build new 
theory, and through clever research, to advance our knowledge apace. To simply say that this book, Designs, Methods 
and Practices for Research of Project Management, is "timely", is to sadly underappreciate what Beverly Pasian has 
here created. An edited work filled with the ideas of some of the best researchers and theorists that the project 
management field has to offer is a gem and should be part of the library of everyone who has a genuine interest in 
where the field is headed and the best methodological ways to get it there.' Jeffrey K. Pinto, Penn State University, 
USA 'Designs, Methods and Practices for Research in Project Management edited by Beverly Pasian is a long overdue 
collection of papers by some of the best minds in project management research. In one complete edition, the editor 
skillfully weaves significant papers addressing key issues together to produce what I am sure will become the "go to" 
handbook for researchers in project management. This is an area in which many educators from traditional academic 
disciplines have a difficult time comprehending what there is to do. The study of project management casts a very 
broad net over a wide range of subjects, many of which are research areas having their own feet. The interests of our 
PhD students are quite diverse indeed. The book organizes information into seven parts: 1) Foundational issues; 2) 
Focusing your research effort; 3) Specific data collection and analysis techniques; 4) Examples of mixed methods 
strategies; 5) Unique environments for project management research; 6) Writing for a future researcher; and 7) 
Benefitting from experience: supervisors and publications. The book addresses what all young researchers need to 
know. We will make it mandatory reading for ours.' John H. Cable, University of Maryland, USA 'This is the book I 
wish existed when I started my journey towards a PhD in Strategy, Programme and Project Management. With 
chapters written by management of projects researchers, it squarely addresses the issue of doing academically rigorous 
research in an area some academics regard as being not researchable. By providing management of projects context, 
this book is a valuable complement to the seminal texts on conducting research that one frequently refers to.' James 
Szot, The University of Texas at Dallas, USAAbout the AuthorBeverly Pasian is an active educator, researcher and 
association leader in the project management community - taking seriously the trio of roles she considers essential to a 



meaningful career in the academy. Beyond this book, various international research projects and publications and 
IPMA leadership roles, as Chair of the Dutch National Research Group, her priority is to bring the communityrsquo;s 
attention to the human factors of project management through the creation of an international research center in the 
Netherlands. 


